
Dangerous Drugs Networks
For professionals that work in health

• Unexplained injuries?

• A change in their behaviour or 
attitude?

• Keeping different company – 
maybe when you visit there are 
other people in the premises 
or they are being bought in by 
someone else. What are these 
people like?

• Withdrawn, jumpy or nervous?

• New expensive possessions such 
as trainers, jewellery, mobile phone 
or designer clothes.

Have you noticed 
a change in your 
patient



Dangerous Drugs Networks
For professionals that work in health

Dangerous Drugs Networks (DDNs)

DDNs are drug dealing gangs who target vulnerable people in order to 
set up drug distribution networks. These criminals, often from outside 
the county, use the vulnerability of a person to tempt them. They quickly 
become a part of this network and become indebted to the gang with no 
escape. DDNs are often violent or threatening so early intervention is vitally 
important to protect the individuals. 

The signs

Initially the person might not be aware that they are being targeted as they 
will be lured in by the offer of free food, alcohol, cigarettes, drugs, clothes, 
expensive items or accommodation.

It can be very difficult to identify a young person who is being targeted by 
DDNs. Professionals such as midwives, GPs, mental health, ambulance, 
hospitals, etc. might get know that individual and there may be some 
warning signs. The message is to use professional judgement to help flag 
this up early. 

It might be that they are visiting the GP or hospital more regularly, 
ambulance crews are being called out or they are missing midwife 
appointments. There may be a very simple answer however do not ignore 
the fact that they might be being influenced by a third party which could 
potentially have very severe consequences.

Where do I go for help?


